Desert Rose


Temperature

Desert Rose likes hot weather. A change in temperature causes the leaves to fall off, probably because the plant thinks it’s time to go dormant. Even moving a plant from one place on a patio or garden can cause this. Don’t worry, if the leaves fall off, just check that there is no rotting of the bulb. If the bulb is mushy, then rot has occurred. 
Water

The primary reason for losing a desert rose is over water or bad drainage. The plant only requires water once a month. Rain water is best so put the plant outside during a rainstorm. Make sure the pot has good drainage. The plants can go months without water. At six months without water the plant can feel spongy, Make sure the drainage in the pot is ok and give it one good soaking.
Potting

To prevent bad drainage, try the following.

· Put Styrofoam packing peanuts in the bottom of a pot (25% of the depth).

· Make sure the pot has several large drainage holes.

· Use a mixture of regular dirt and potting soil.

Winter

When the weather cools the desert rose will go dormant. The leaves fall off and the plant appears desiccated (dries and shrinks). It is very important to not water during dormancy, this will kill the plant. The plants are not frost or freeze tolerant.  Freezing will kill the plants.
Spring
When the plant senses spring, leaves will sprout and flowers appear. Once the leaves begin to show, repot and apply a small amount of fertilizer.
Repotting
When the plant has come out of dormancy, remove it from the pot and replace the dirt. Also raise the plant as much as possible (bury just enough roots to keep the plant stable). Usually you can raise them 1.5” for small plants to several inches for large plants. Use a small amount of fertilizer and put the plant out for one rain. If it is a dry spring, give it a good soaking with tap water.
Fertilizer
Nursery fertilizer (12-6-6) seems to work best but Miracle Gro (15-30-15) works fine too.

Rot
Even if a desert rose has water damage, it can be saved. Pull the plant from the pot and brush off all the dirt. Place it in a very dry spot. Indoors in a sunny window near an air conditioner works great. If outside, place in the sun with a fan blowing on the underside. After a day or so, the good part of the plant will feel very solid. Carve out any mushy part of the plant. Leave the remaining plant to dry another couple of days, then repot.
Seed Pods
We quite often get seed pods from the plant. These are two very long pods (6”-8”) and when they open contain approximately 30 seeds each. These seeds can be easily grown. The plants will germinate quite quickly, but the plants are very slow growing.
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